
Using Overdrive with an iPhone to checkout and download MP3 audiobooks  
An illustrated guide (updated September 16, 2010) 

  

 

1. Download the Overdrive App 2. Open the Overdrive Media 

Console App 

3. Go to your local library’s 

Overdrive website 

Download the free Overdrive Media 

Console App from the App Store. 

The Overdrive Media Console App allows 

you to play Overdrive MP3 Audiobooks 

on your iPhone. The Overdrive App 

doesn’t provide you with any content for 

your  iPhone. Get the content from your 

library’s Overdrive website.  

Using your iPhone’s web browser, locate 

the website of your local library’s 

Overdrive website. 

 



For the most current information on Overdrive and iPhone compatibility 

please visit the Help sections at http://kansas.lib.overdrive.com

 
  

4. Browse the website to view 

MP3 Audiobook titles 

5. Browse to find an available MP3 

Audiobook 

6. View the title in “My Cart” 

The mobile version of your library’s 

Overdrive website offers limited 

searching. The “View all Overdrive MP3 

Audiobook Titles” option is the most 

useful, since the only the MP3 

Audiobooks are compatible with the 

iPhone currently. 

Browse to find a title of interest to you. 

“Add to cart” indicates the title is 

currently available for checkout. “Place a 

hold” indicates you can add yourself to 

the waiting list for that title. Be sure to 

only choose titles that are the Overdrive 

MP3 Audiobook format. 

Much like other online shopping 

experiences, the details of your 

transaction are confirmed here. You can 

add more titles to your cart or proceed to 

checkout.  

http://kansas.lib.overdrive.com/
http://kansas.lib.overdrive.com/


The Overdrive MP3 Audiobooks are the ONLY Overdrive titles  

currently compatible with the iPhone.

  

 

7. Confirm check out 8.  Download your selection 9. Open Overdrive App 

The checkout defaults to a 7 day lending 

period. Contact your local library for 

assistance with using Overdrive if you 

have trouble logging in with your library 

card. 

Download your selection directly to your 

iPhone. Remember that steps 3-8 to 

acquire audiobook content all took place 

within your iPhone’s web browser at the 

Overdrive website for your library. 

Now that you have checked out an 

audiobook title, you will use the 

Overdrive Media Console App to 

download and play it on your iPhone. If 

your Overdrive Media Console App 

doesn’t open automatically when you 

click to download, open it now. 



Enjoy listening to your MP3 Audiobook from your library’s Overdrive collection! 

   

10. View your Library within the 

Overdrive Media Console App 

11. Download your MP3 

Audiobook 

12. Enjoy your MP3 Audiobook! 

Your Library within Overdrive Media 

Console may reflect your recent 

checkout, and the App should prompt 

you to download the MP3 Audiobook 

title. 

Overdrive MP3 Audiobooks are typically 

divided into “Parts” that are each about 

an hour long. Download all of the parts of 

your title, or choose to download one at 

a time. Your lending period has already 

begun, whether you download the all of 

the parts  right away or not.  

The audiobook plays from within the 

player in the Library of the Overdrive 

Media Console App. Features like 

bookmarking to save your place, skipping 

back 15 seconds, pausing, volume 

control, or dragging to fast forward or 

rewind quickly are featured in the player. 


